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Amid Federal Budget Battle, Report Cites Centrality of 
Scientific Research
By Paul Basken

Washington

Congress and President Obama have been hearing the call with 

increasing frequency: Spend more money on scientific research, and 

do it more wisely.

On Friday, as Mr. Obama and lawmakers spent another day in 

stalemate over the federal budget, a White House advisory panel 

issued a 124-page report repeating the advice with another dose of 

urgency.

"The nation once led the world in investments in research and 

development," the President's Council of Advisors on Science and 

Technology said in the report. But now, the panel said, the United 

States is spending less than other nations, especially on the critical 

early-stage basic research that is usually conducted at universities.

As a result, the council said, the United States "risks losing its 

leadership in invention and discovery—the driving force behind the 

new industries and jobs that have propelled the U.S. economy over 

the past century."

As for specific recommendations, beyond spending more money on 

research, the advisory panel suggested making the budget cycles 

longer and therefore more predictable, making the research tax 

credit permanent, cutting red tape facing universities, improving 

science education, and easing immigration limits for foreign science 

graduates. (The report was released on the same day the U.S. House 

of Representatives approved a bill that would accomplish the latter 

goal.)

It's all been said before.

A landmark episode was the National Academies' release, in 2005, 

of the "Gathering Storm" report, which led Congress to promise a 

doubling over seven years of federal spending on basic science. 

Congress quickly fell off the target and has given no timetable for 

resuming it.
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There has been even less progress on other such goals.

In a report two years ago, the same presidential science-advisory 

panel urged an additional $1-billion in new spending on science 

education at the pre-college level.

A Lack of Follow-Through

In a separate report also issued on Friday, groups including the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce and the Partnership for a New American 

Economy, a bipartisan group of mayors, again asked Congress to 

ease immigration restrictions on foreign science graduates, citing 

new data confirming that there is more domestic demand for such 

workers than U.S.-born science graduates can supply.

While such criticisms often are directed more toward Congress and 

its failure to respond adequately, the presidential advisory panel did 

find some fault on Friday with the Obama administration. It 

suggested the government's two leading providers of basic-research 

money—the National Institutes of Health and the National Science 

Foundation—often speak of a commitment to "revolutionary" and 

"interdisciplinary" research, but then fall short on following through 

on that pledge.

The report and its authors also called on universities, as they are 

increasingly drawn toward more profitable applied-research 

projects, to remember the values of their mission—such as satisfying 

the basic human need for discovery, promoting critical thinking and 

natural idealism among students, and protecting the planet—that 

cannot easily be measured in dollars.

It wasn't clear such messages were fully received. In introducing 

panel members at a briefing on Friday, John P. Holdren, director of 

Mr. Obama's Office of Science and Technology Policy, said he had 

read the report as a call for expanding partnerships between 

government, higher education, and the private sector.

"Clearly we've reached the end of the era, if it ever really existed, of 

academia devoting itself to blue skies and deep thoughts," Mr. 

Holdren said.

Mr. Obama has spent much of the time since his re-election this 

month on more immediate concerns, such as trying to avert aspects 

of the "fiscal cliff" awaiting in January. That's when a package of 

deep cuts in federal spending—including scientific research—is due to take 

effect just as a set of changes in tax laws kick in, raising rates paid 

by both individuals and businesses.

The advisory panel's recommendations may contain "nothing earth-

shattering," said Brian K. Fitzgerald, chief executive officer of the 
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--

Like  

Why won't private sectors and businesses invest into basic research at academic institutions???

Why should taxpayers' money be invested into basic research that benefits businesses where CEOs 
are millionaires???

Why won't airlines invest into the costly training of pilots at academic institutions? Why won't 
healthcare providers invest into the costly training of nurses and doctors???

Like  

Invest in some way other than the billions of dollars they pay in corporate tax?

1 person liked this. Like  

The Chronicle of Higher Education 1255 Twenty-Third St, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20037

Business-Higher Education Forum. But, he said, the timing could 

prove important given the coming climax of the budget talks.
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